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Aelfric of Eynsham - 499, 561, 569, 689, 714.
Known as “the Grammarian” for his translations into the Old English language, this 
Benedictine abbot was the greatest theologian of the Benedictine revival in England. † c.1020. 

Aelred of Rievaulx - 483, 725.
A northumbrian saxon, Aelred was abbot of the Cistercian abbey of Rievaulx in Yorkshire. He 
is called “the Bernard of the North” by many and was one of the leading pastoral theologians 
of his day. † 1167.

Agobard of Lyons - 477.
The Archbishop of Lyon, Agobard was a staunch defender of the Faith against heresy and 
lingering pagan superstitions. † 840.

Alcuin of York - 449, 547.
A native of York, Alcuin was advisor to the emperor Charlemagne and the royal tutor. He 
established Aachen as a center of learning and religious renewal, and was one of the main 
forces behind the Caroligian Renaissance and liturgical revival. † 804.

Alexander of Alexandria - 409.
Along with his deacon and successor, Athanasius, Alexander was a leading voice at the council 
of Nicaea. As bishop of Alexandria he excommunicated the heretic Arius and helped alert the 
rest of the Church to the Arian heresy. † 328.

Ambrose of Milan - 254, 291, 292, 315, 328, 384, 393, 401, 
                           442, 457, 500, 509, 510, 569, 583, 615, 645.

A Doctor of the Church, he was a former Roman Governor who became bishop of Milan in 
374. He was a staunch opponent of Arianism and paganism. He also fought to defend the 
Church from state tyranny. He is best known for his hymns, which became the models for 
Latin hymnody, but is also acknowledged for his theological writings and fine preaching, by 
which Augustine was converted. † 397.

Amphilochius of Iconium - 415, 710. 
A cousin of Gregory of Nazianzus and a close friend of Basil the Great, this bishop of Iconium 
was known for his defense of the divinity of the Holy Spirit and for his defense of the Faith 
against heresy. He was present at the Council of Constantinople and was much admired by 
Jerome and other theologians of his age. † c.400.
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Andrew of Crete - 408.
Known mainly as a hymnographer, Andrew was metropolitan of Crete after previously having 
served as archdeacon at the Hagia Sophia in Constantinople. He is considered one of the finest 
preachers of the Byzantine tradition. † c.740.

Anselm of Canterbury - 401, 502, 539, 569.
This Archbishop of Canterbury is known as the Father of Scholasticism. He is also renouned 
for his piety and defense of the Church against state tyranny. † 1109.

Antony of Egypt - 672.
Called the “Father of Monasticism”, Antony was an ascetic hermit in Egypt and was renouned 
for his piety and faithfulness in spiritual struggle. He is considered the greatest of the Desert 
Fathers. His life is known mainly from a biography written by Athanasius just a few years after 
Antony’s death.  † 356

Aphrarat of Persia - 531.
Author of “The Demonstrations”, little is known conclusively about Aphrarat’s life. He was 
likely a monk and possibly served as a bishop and/or as Abbot of Mar Matti. He is known as 
“The Persian Sage” by later generations.  † c.345

Archelaus of Carchar - 322.
Little is known of this author, not even the exact name or location of the city over which he 
presided as bishop in Mesopotamia. He is known only on account of his famous dispute with 
the heretic Manes in c.278.  

Asterius of Amasea - 499, 560.
Another of the Capadocians, Asterius was bishop of Amasea and is famous for his sermons 
which were used at the second Council of Nicaea in defense of sacred art against the 
iconoclasts. † c.410. 

Athanasius of Alexandria - 348, 508, 532, 651.
A Doctor of the Church, he was the leading opponent of Arianism. He was present at the 
council of Nicaea in 325, and was subsequently the leading proponent and expositor of 
orthodox Christology. He is often called the “Champion of orthodoxy.” † 373.

Atto of Vercelli - 485.
The bishop of Vercelli, Atto served as Grand Chancelor to the Kings of Italy. He was known for 
his reverence and zeal in his duties as bishop.  † 961

Augustine of Hippo - 246, 267, 279, 307, 313, 314, 321, 385, 392, 400, 403, 
                                  414, 424, 449, 477, 493, 500, 523, 533, 540, 590, 607, 
                                  613, 622, 623, 638, 650, 658, 682, 720, 725.

A Doctor of the Church, he is the father of western theology, and arguably the greatest of all 
western theologians. He lead the fight against Donatism, Manichaeism, and Pelagianism. His 
voluminous writings are among the classics of Christianity. † 430.
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Baldwin of Forde - 308, 499, 570, 621, 697, 703, 738.
Though a controversial fiture in his own day, this Archbishop of Canterbury was renouned as a 
fine theologian and preacher and was instrumental in organizing the Third Crusade.  † 1190.

Barnabus - 554.
One of the earliest disciples in Jerusalem, Barnabus became companion to Paul on his 
missionary journeys. His authorship of the Epistle of Barnabas is disputed. He was martyred 
by torture and stoning by the Jews at Salamis, Syria. † 61

Basil the Great of Caesarea - 464, 476, 478, 501, 559.
A Doctor of the Church, Basil was the leader of the orthodox in the East against the 
continuing Arian heresy. He also established the first monastery in Asia Minor. He is known 
for his orthodoxy, Christian charity, and doctrinal writings. † 379.

Bede the Venerable - 281, 306, 432, 448, 464, 545, 582, 615, 637, 658, 679, 688, 730, 735.
The only English Doctor of the Church, he is best known as the “Father of English History.” A 
voluminous writer on many subjects, he was known for his wisdom and knowledge. † 735.

Bernard of Clairvaux - 245, 282, 357, 392, 403, 426, 470, 477, 
                                    552, 569, 605, 622, 666, 697, 712, 736, 741. 

Known as “the last of the Fathers”, this Cistercian abbot was the dominant theologian of 
the early twelfth century. His work as preacher, author, theologian, reformer, and political 
counselor influenced not only those of his own time, but also those of the Reformation period, 
including Martin Luther, who greatly admired him. † 1153.

Gabriel Biel - 614.
This late-scholastic preacher, theologian and philosopher helped found the University of 
Tübingen. His work influenced the 16th century reformers. † 1495.

Bonaventure - 350, 425.
This Franciscan monk and bishop was a scholastic theologian and philosopher. Known as “the 
Seraphic Doctor”, his meditative and philosophical works were of great influence. † 1274.

Boniface of Mainz - 664.
Boniface was an Anglo-Saxon missionary from Wessex who was sent to the Saxons during the 
late Merovingian period. He became Archbishop of Mainz and is commonly known as the 
“Apostle to the Germans.” He was martyred by a band of angry pagans. † 754.

Bruno of Segni - 382, 471, 584, 597, 665.
A counselor to four popes, Bruno is best known for his defense of the real presence of Christ 
in the Sacrament of the Altar against Berengar of Tours, for which he was appointed bishop of 
Segni, and for his opposition to lay investiture. † 1123.
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Callistus of Rome - 383.
Known for being in charge of the catacombs along the Appian Way as a deacon, as Bishop of 
Rome Callistus was responsible for excommunicating the heretic Sabellius. He was martyred 
during what appears to have been a popular uprising against the Christians. † 222.

Chromatius of Aquileia - 659.
The bishop of Aquileia, Chromatius was a stauch opponent of Origenism and Arianism. He 
was friend to Ambrose, Jerome, and Rufinus, as well as a supporter of Chrysostom. † c407

Peter Chrysologus - 358, 485, 613, 636.
A Doctor of the Church and Bishop of Ravenna, he was known for his ecclesiastical reforms, 
mission activity and preaching. † 450.

John Chrysostom - 246, 281, 282, 291, 293, 301, 313, 314, 327, 333, 
                              341, 357, 368, 392, 394, 423, 425, 435, 440, 516, 524, 
                              531, 552, 585, 598, 604, 615, 630, 665, 707, 738.

Called “Golden Mouth”, this Patriarch of Constantinople was famous for his preaching and 
orthodoxy. He was declared a Doctor of the Universal Church at the Council of Chalcedon in 
451. † 407.

Clement of Alexandria - 334, 375, 532, 539.
One of the earliest of the Church Fathers, Clement served as catechist at the famed School of 
Alexandria and was the instructor of Origen. † c.215.

Clement of Rome - (328), 342, 623.
Elected Pope in 91, he was baptized by the Apostle Peter and was martyred during persecution 
under the Emperor Trajan. His letters are among the earliest extant Christian literature. † 99.

Columban - 334.
This Irish missionary helped spread Celtic monasticism in England and throughout the land of 
the Burgundians, Franks and Lombards. He was known for his opposition to Arianism as well 
as his poetry, and preaching. † 615.

Commodianus - 690.
A Christian poet from the 3rd century, he was probably from North Africa.  

Cyprian of Carthage - 350, 365, 673.
One of the great early Christian theologians, he defended orthodoxy against the novatians. He 
was martyred by beheading during per-secution under the Emperor Valerian. † 258.

Cyprian the Poet - 366.
Cyprian was a presbyter in southern Gaul. † c.430. 
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Cyril of Alexandria - 254, 279, 307, 320, 328, 355, 368, 440, 465, 
                                494, 515, 576, 608, 645, 650, 696, 718.

A Doctor of the Church, this Patriarch of Alexandria was the leading opponent of 
Nestorianism and Pelagianism. He presided at the Council of Ephesus in 431, and wrote 
important treatises on the Trinity and the Incarnation. † 444.

Cyril of Jerusalem - 376, 415, 433, 605.
A Doctor of the Church and defender of orthodoxy against the Arians, he is best known for 
his catechetical lectures on baptism. † 386.

Didymus the Blind - 456.
This student of Origen was a staunch opponent of Arianism. Though blind from childhood 
he mastered several scholarly disciplines and became the head of the Catechetical School in 
Alexandria. † 398.

Ephrem the Syrian - 253, 281, 333, 510.
Ephrem was a deacon of the Syriac church and was one of the most prolific hymnographers of 
the Early Church. † 373.

Eucherius of Lyons - 524, 576, 674.
After the death of his wife, Eucharius became an aescetic and dedicated himself to his studies 
and writings. He later was made bishop of Lyons. † c.449.

Evagrius of Pontus - 592.
This monk and aescetic was a disciple of the Cappadocial Fathers and was known as a great 
writer and theologian. † 399.

Gaudentius of Brescia - 476, 651.
A contemporary and friend of Ambrose and Chrysostom, Gaudentius was bishop of Brescia in 
Italy and was known for his faithful service and his being part of the delegation sent by Innocent 
I to defend of Chrysostom. † 410.

Johann Gerhard - 246, 260, 269, 283, 342, 349, 458, 483.
This Lutheran theologian is known for his piety and orthodoxy. He was the greatest theological 
figure of the 17th century. He is best known for his devotional writings, Loci Theologici, and 
hymnody. † 1637.

Gregory I of Rome - 261, 267, 341, 356, 365, 375, 441, 508, 
                                 568, 644, 680, 695, 696, 702, 728.

A Doctor of the Church, he was elected Pope in 590, and was responsible for the survival of 
Rome against pagan invaders. He collected much power to the Papacy and was responsible for 
much liturgical reform. † 604.

Gregory II of Rome - 515.
This Pope was a defender of the church against caesaropapism, monotheletism and iconoclasm. 
He was a great supporter of missionary work in Bavaria and Germany. † 731.
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Gregory of Nazianzus - 247, 342, 435, 492, 553, 563, 577, 592. 
A Doctor of the Church, he was a staunch opponent of Arianism and presided over the 
Council of Constantinople in 381. He is best known for his sermons on the Trinity. † 389.

Gregory of Nyssa - 348, 393, 443, 547, 688.
This brother of Basil the Great was the bishop of Nyssa and an outstanding theologian who 
contributed to the composition of the Nicene Creed and wrote extensively on the Trinity. † 
c.395

Gregory Thaumaturgas - 261, 300.
A Bishop of Neocaesarea, he studied under Origen and was known for his eloquent preaching 
and his wisdom. He fought against Sabellianism and Tritheism. † 268.

Guerric of Igny - 526, 672, 742.
A protege of Bernard of Clairvaux, Guerric served as Abbot of the Cistercian abbey at Igny. † 1157.

Guigo of Saint-Romain - 657.
A prior of the Carthusian Grande Chartreuse monastery and a friend of Bernard of Clairvaux, 
Guigo was known for his holiness and wisdom. † c.1136.

Henry Suso - 375.
A friend of Johannes Tauler and a student of Meister Eckhart, this Dominican mysticaly 
theologian is best known for his devotional writings which were very popular during the 
Middle Ages. † 1366.

Hilary of Poitiers - 259, 442, 478, 539, 554, 599, 643, 651.
A convert from paganism, he was so loved by the people of Poitiers they chose him as their 
bishop . He is known as the “Hammer of the Arians” for his strong opposition to Arianism, 
and is recognized as a Doctor of the Church.  † 368.

Hildebert of Tours - 531.
A scholar at heart, Hildebert was the reluctant bishop of Le Mans and, later, archbishop of 
Tours. He presided over the Synod of Nantes. † 1133.

Walter Hilton - 657.
An English mystical theologian of the Augustinian order. † 1396.

Hippolytus of Rome - 268, 299, 410.
He opposed Pope Ziphrinus for his leniency to heresy. Best known for his theological and 
liturgical writings. † 235.

Hugh of St. Victor - 629, 723. 
This canon regular of the Augustinian order became head of the school at the Abbey of St. 
Victor in Paris and is known for his theological and mystical writings. † 1141.
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Ignatius of Antioch - 374, 383, 458, 577, 740. 
A disciple of the Apostle John, he was consecrated bishop of Antioch by the Apostle Peter. 
He was martyred in the Roman amphitheater by lions during persecution under the Emperor 
Trajan. † 107.

Irenaeus of Lyons - 308, 321, 645.
The first great catholic theologian, he was sent to Gaul by Polycarp where he fought 
Gnosticism as the Bishop of Lyon. † 203.

Ivo of Chartres - 554, 598. 
This bishop of Chartres was an expert in canon law and an opponent of simony during the 
investiture controversy. † 1115.

Jerome of Jerusalem - 245, 327, 538, 546, 569, 591, 605, 631, 637, 665, 689, 709. 
A Doctor of the Church, his main accomplishment was translating the Hebrew Old Testament 
into Latin and revising the translation of the Latin New Testament, resulting in the Vulgate 
Bible. † 419.

Johann von Staupitz - 629.
This vicar general of the Augustinian order was an influential professor and theologian. He is 
best known as Martin Luther’s teacher and superior in the Augustinian order. † 1524.

Justin Martyr - 401, 493. 
The first Christian apologist, he was martyred by beheading under the Roman prefect Rusticus 
when he refused to sacrifice to pagan gods. † 165.

Lactantius - 674.
This North African rhetorician and apologist served as advisor to the Emperor Constantine.  † c.320

Leo I of Rome - 279, 280, 292, 293, 333, 409, 433, 523, 546, 592, 621, 644, 664. 
A Doctor of the Church, he was made Pope in 440. An opponent of Manichaenism, 
Pelagianism, Priscillianism, Nestorianism, and Eutychianism, he called the Council of 
Chalcedon in 451. He is also famous for the collects found in the Leonine Sacramentary and 
for his sermons. † 461.

Macarius Chrysocephalus - 376. 
Metropolite (archbishop) of Philadelphia, Macarius was known for his great learning, his 
knowledge of the Church Fathers, and his own extensive writings. † 1382.

Martin Luther - 245, 252, 253, 259, 268, 282, 283, 292, 300, 301, 306, 321, 327, 335, 
                         340, 355, 366, 374, 384, 391, 400, 424, 432, 448, 449, 450, 456, 457, 
                         492, 517, 525, 538, 552, 583, 590, 591, 599, 623, 630, 637, 638, 656, 
                     581, 708, 722, 728, 740. 

The great reformer of the Church and Father of Lutheranism. An opponent of Papism and 
works-righteousness, he is responsible for bringing the purity of the Gospel back to the 
Church. † 1546.
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Maximus of Turin - 334, 434, 515, 545, 577, 646, 652.
Known as Maximus the Confessor, this monastic theologian and former imperial aide was 
known for his preaching and for his opposition to Monothelitism, for which cause he died in 
exile. † 662.

Meister Eckhart - 518, 584.
Eckhart von Hochheim was a German theologian, mystic, and prior of the Dominican order. 
He was one of the most influential theologians of his age. † c.1327.

Philipp Melanchthon - 350.
The first systematic theologian of the Lutheran Church, Melanchthon was Luther’s closest 
associate. As author of the Augsburg Confession he had a profound influence on the doctrine 
of the Lutheran Church. † 1560.

Melito of Sardis - 410, 458.
This bishop of Sardis was greatly esteemed by the later Fathers of the Church and is famous for 
establishing the earliest Christian Old Testament canon. † c.180.

Odilo of Cluny - 671.
The fifth abbot of Cluny, Odilo was a proponent of reform and peace. † 1049

Origen of Alexandria - 299, 313, 320, 382, 442, 471, 517, 624, 631, 680, 687, 730.
One of the most prolific and influential of the early Christian writers; although he held a variety 
of opinions later condemned by the Church, his exegetical commentaries are some of the most 
influential of the period. † 254.

Paulinus of Nola - 575, 599.
Paulinus was a Christian ascetic and poet who became bishop of Nola after the death of his 
wife. † 431.

Peter Abelard - 727.
A scholastic philosopher, theologian and composer, he is best known for his correspondence 
with the nun Heloise. † 1142.

Peter of Blois - 486, 546.
Secretary to Henry II of England, the archbishops of Canterbury and Eleanor of Aquitaine, 
Peter was also a lay theologian and poet. † c.1211. 

Peter Damian - 562, 680, 734.
A benedictine monk who was a prolific writer, he sought to reform the church of its excesses. 
He was eventually made a cardinal and papal legate. † 1073.

Polycarp of Smyrna - 449.
This disciple of the Apostle John and bishop of Smyrna was an opponent of Marcionism. He 
was martyred during persecution under the Emperor Marcus Aurelius. † 155.
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Proclus of Constantinople - 425.
A friend and disciple of Chrysostom, Proclus was Patriarch of Constantinople and was known 
for his orthodoxy. † 446.

Prosper of Aquitaine - 484, 509, 706.
Best known as the defender of Augustine, who was his teacher, Prosper, though a lay man, was 
a champion against Pelagianism. † c.455.

Aurelius Prudentius - 359, 510. 
Aurelius Prudentius Clemens is one of the greatest poets of the Early Church, who, after 
retiring from public service as a provincial governor, lived as an ascetic. † c.413

Rabanus Maurus of Mainz - 502. 
A Benedictine monk, archbishop and theologian, Rabanus was called the “Praeceptor 
Germaniae” (teacher of Germany). He is known for his theological treatices, commentaries 
and hymns. † 856.

Paschasius Radbertus - 307, 695.
Radbertus was a monk and abbot at Corbie. He is best known for his writings on the Lord’s 
Supper. † 865.

Rufinus of Aquileia - 638.
Rufinus was a contemporary of Jerome, and is best known for his translations of Greek writers 
into Latin. † 410.

Rupert of Deutz - 568. 
The Benedictine abbot of Deutz, Rupert was known for his exegetical, liturgical and musical 
writings. † c.1129.

Sophrinus of Jerusalem - 715.
This Patriarch of Jerusalem served through the Muslim conquest of the Holy City. He was an 
opponent of monothelitism and a staunch defender of orthodox Chalcedonian theology. † 
638.

Johannes Tauler - 349, 540, 575.
A Dominican and a student of Meister Eckhart, Tauler was one of the finest German preachers 
of the Middle Ages, whose writings influenced Martin Luther. † 1361.

Tertullian of Carthage - 260, 268, 343, 681.
This prolific writer was one of the earliest theologians to write in Latin, though a Montanist 
later in life, his early works continue to be influential. † c.225.

Theodotus of Ancyra - 561.
The bishop of Ancyra, he was an ally-turned oponeent of Nestorianism and attended the 
Council of Ephesus in 431. † c.446.
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Theodulph of Orleans - 562.
This bishop was influential during the Carolingian Renaissance and is known for his poetry 
and defense of the use of the arts in churches. † 821.

Theophilus of Antioch - 616.
An early patriarch of Antioch, Theophilus was a zealous defender of the Faith against heresy, 
especially Marcionism. † c.181.

Theophylactus of Bulgaria - 252.
Patriarch of Bulgaria † 840.

Thomas à Kempis - 367.
A monk and priest, he is best known for his devotional writings. † 1471.

Thomas Aquinas - 493.
A Dominican priest, Aquinas is known as “the Angelic Doctor”. He is the most famous and 
influential of the scholastic theologians whose prolific philospophical and theological works 
have influenced the entire Church and Western society. † 1274.

William of St. Thierry - 525.
William was the benedictine abbot of St. Thierry and a friend of Bernard of Clairvaux. He 
became a Cistercian monk at the end of his life and is famous for his theological writings. † 
1148.


