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AD TE LEVAVI
The First Week in Advent

AT MATINS

Hymn - Veni redemptor gentium 

1.    Sav- ior   of   the    na - tions, come,   Vir-gin’s Son, make here Thy home,

           Mar-vel now, O heav’n and earth,    That the Lord chose such  a  birth.

2. Not by human flesh and blood, 5. From the Father forth He came,
 By the Spirit of our God,  And returned unto the same,
 Was the Word of God made flesh -  Down to hell He went alone, 
 Woman’s blossom, pure and fresh  And again to God’s high throne!

3. Though the Virgin was with Child, 6. Thou, the Father’s equal, win
 Chastity proved undefiled!  Vict’ry in the flesh o’er sin,
 Many a virtue rare forth shone,  By Thy strength divine, O Lord,
 God was there upon His throne.  Help our frail flesh afford.

4. Thus proceeds the Lord of all, 7. Lord, Thy manger is so bright,
 From His pure and royal hall;  Night sends forth a novel light;
 God is He, and yet true man,  Darkness must not enter there,
 His heroic course began.  Faith abides in light fore’er.

8. Praise to God the Father sing,
 Praise to God the Son, our King,
 Praise to God the Spirit be
 Ever and eternally.  Ambrose of Milan, 340-397

Psalmody 
Sunday: 21, 22, 23 Wednesday: 30, 31, 32 Friday: 37a, 37b, 38
Monday: 24, 25, 26 Thursday: 33, 34, 35 Saturday: 39, 40, 41
Tuesday: 27, 28, 29

Lesson 
Sunday, Monday and Tuesday: Matthew 21:1-9  
 Monday: Mark 11:1-13
 Tuesday: Luke 19:28-40

Wednesday and Thursday: Matthew 3:1-6  
 Thursday: Mark 1:1-6

Friday and Saturday: Luke 3:7-14
 Saturday: Luke 3:15-20
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Homily 
Sunday - Martin Luther
He “comes.” Without a doubt you do not come to Him and bring Him to you; He is too high 
and too far from you. With all your effort, work and labor you cannot come to Him, lest you 
boast as though you had received Him by your own merit and worthiness. No, dear friend, all 
merit and worthiness is out of the question, and there is nothing but demerit and unworthiness 
on your side, nothing but grace and mercy on His. The poor and the rich here come together, as 
Proverbs 22:2 says. 
 By this are condemned all those infamous doctrines of free will, which come from the pope, 
universities and monasteries. For all their teaching consists in that we are to begin and lay the first 
stone. We should by the power of free will seek God, come to Him, run after Him and acquire 
His grace. Beware, beware of this poison! it is nothing but the doctrine of devils, by which all the 
world is betrayed. Before you can cry to God and seek Him God must come to you and must 
have found you, as Paul says, Romans 10:14-15: “How then shall they call on Him in whom they 
have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how shall 
they hear without a preacher, and how shall they preach except they be sent?” God must lay the 
first stone and begin with you, if you are to seek Him and pray to Him. He is present when you 
begin to seek. If He were not you could not accomplish anything but mere sin, and the greater the 
sin, the greater and holier the work you will attempt, and you will become a hardened hypocrite.

Church Postil for the First Sunday in Advent

Monday - Jerome of Jerusalem
The Coming of Christ is the Salvation of the world. Hence there follows: “Blessed is He who 
comes in the name of the Lord.” The Savior also confirms this Himself in His Gospel, saying: “I 
have come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his own name, 
him you will receive.” 
 And through what follows, “Hosanna in the highest,” it is distinctly indicated that the Coming 
of Christ is for salvation, not of men alone, but of the whole world; joining the things of earth to 
those that are above; so “that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and 
of those on earth, and of those under the earth.” Amen.

The Meaning of the [Palm Sunday] Gospel 

Tuesday - Bernard of Clairvaux
What does it mean that He should come to us; and why rather have we not gone to Him? For 
it is we who were in need, and it is not usual for the rich to come seeking the poor, that is, if 
they still desire to retain their own superiority. And in truth, brethren, it was more fitting that 
we should go to Him, but against this was a twofold barrier, our eyes were dim and groping, and 
He “inhabits light inaccessible;” and, lying paralyzed upon our poor beds, we could not ascend 
to that divine sublimity. And so the Most Benign Savior, the Physician of our souls, comes down 
from His Glory, tempering the brightness of His Splendor to our infirm sight. He veiled Himself, 
as it were in a lantern, in that glorious, that most pure and stainless Body which He put on; this 
Body that is the swift and shining cloud upon which, as the Prophet had foretold, the Lord would 
ascend that He might enter into Egypt.

The Advent of the Lord and Its Six Circumstances (Homily 1)

Wednesday - Johann Gerhard
The very foundation and principle of a holy life is godly sorrow for sin. For where there is true 
penitence there is forgiveness of sin; where there is forgiveness of sin there is the grace of God; 
where the grace of God is there is Christ; where Christ is there is Christ’s merit; where Christ’s 
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merit is there is satisfaction for sin; where there is satisfaction there is justification; where there is 
justification there is a glad and quiet conscience; where there is peace of conscience there is the 
Holy Spirit; where the Holy Spirit is present there is the ever blessed Trinity; and where the Holy 
Trinity is there is life eternal. Therefore where there is true penitence there is life eternal. And 
hence where there is no true penitence there is neither forgiveness of sins, nor the grace of God, 
nor Christ, nor His merit, nor satisfaction for sin, nor justification, nor peace of conscience, nor 
the Holy Spirit, nor the blessed Trinity, nor eternal life. Why therefore do we delay repentance? 
Why put it off until tomorrow! Neither tomorrow nor true repentance is in our own power. 
For we must render an account at the final judgment’ not only for tomorrow, but for today as 
well. That tomorrow shall come is not certain, but that everlasting destruction shall overtake the 
impenitent is certain. God has promised grace to the penitent soul, but He does not promise a 
tomorrow.    Sacred Meditation 3

Thursday - John Chrysostom
The Jews were senseless, and had never any feeling of their own sins, but while they were justly 
accountable for the worst evils, they were justifying themselves in every respect; and this more 
than anything caused their destruction and led them away from the faith. Paul reproved them for 
this, saying, “For they, being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God.” And again, “What shall we say 
then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness have attained to righteousness, even the 
righteousness of faith; but Israel, pursuing the law of righteousness, has not attained to the law of 
righteousness. Why? Because they did not seek it by faith, but as it were, by the works of the law.”
 Because their ignorance was the cause of their afflictions John came, and for no other reason than 
that he might awaken them to the knowledge of their sins. Even his clothing revealed this purpose, 
for it signified confession and repentance. His preaching too showed this purpose. For he didn’t  
proclaim anything else but that they should bring forth fruits worthy of repentance. And because 
they would not turn from their sins, they turned their backs on Christ, as Paul has declared. For to 
consider their sins would awaken a desire for forgiveness, and the Redeemer would be sought after. 
John came to bring this about, to exhort them to penance, not that they might be punished, but 
that they might, becoming humbler through repentance, and by accusing themselves, hurry to seek 
pardon.    Homily 10 on the Gospel of Matthew

Friday - Augustine of Hippo
But we, dearly beloved, do we come of Abraham’s race, or was Abraham in any sense our father 
according to the flesh? The flesh of the Jews draws its origin from his flesh, not so the flesh of 
Christians. We have come of other nations, and yet, by imitating him, we have become the 
children of Abraham… We then have become Abraham’s seed by the grace of God. It was not of 
Abraham’s flesh that God made any co-heirs with him. He disinherited the former, He adopted 
the latter; and from that olive tree whose root is in the patriarchs, He cut off the proud natural 
branches, and grafted in the lowly wild olive. And so, when the Jews came to John to be baptized, 
he broke out upon them, and addressed them, “O generation of vipers.” Very greatly indeed did 
they boast of the loftiness of their origin, but he called them a generation of vipers, not even of 
human beings, but of vipers. He saw the form of men, but detected the poison. Yet they had 
come to be changed, because at all events to be baptized; and he said to them, “Brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, and 
do not think to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I say to you that God is 
able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones.” If you don’t bring forth fruits worthy of 
repentance, do not flatter yourselves about having a lineage. God is able to condemn you without 
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depriving Abraham of children. For He has a way to raise up children to Abraham. Those who 
imitate his faith will be made his children. “God is able to raise up children to Abraham from 
these stones.” Such are we. In our parents we were stones, when we worshipped stones for our 
god. Of such stones God has created a family to Abraham. Tractate 42 on the Gospel of John

Saturday - Gregory of Nazianzus
What is swifter than mercy? The disciples seek the flames of Sodom for those who drive Jesus 
away, but He disparages revenge. Peter cuts off the ear of Malchus, one of those who insulted 
Him, but Jesus restores it. And what of him who asks whether he must forgive a brother seven 
times if he has trespassed, is he not condemned for his niggardliness, for to the seven is added 
seventy times seven? What of the debtor in the Gospel who will not forgive as he has been 
forgiven? Is it not more bitterly exacted of him for this…?
 Having so many examples let us imitate the mercy of God. Let us  not desire to learn for 
ourselves how great an evil retaliation for sin is. You see the way goodness proceeds. First it 
makes laws, then it commands, threatens, reproaches, holds out warnings, restrains, threatens 
again, and only when forced to do so strikes the blow, but this little by little, opening the way to 
amendment. Let us then not strike suddenly (for it is not safe to do so), but being self-restrained 
in our fear let us conquer by mercy, and make them our debtors by our kindness, tormenting 
them by their conscience rather than by anger.  Epistle 77

Collect
Stir up, we pray You, Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued 
from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; who lives and reigns 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Gregorian Sacramentary

AT LAUDS

Psalmody
Sunday: 67, C1, 5 Wednesday: 64, C4, 65 Friday: 88, C6, 90
Monday: 63, C2, 36 Thursday: 76, C5, 92 Saturday: 143, C7, 148
Tuesday: 43, C3, 57

Lesson
Sunday: Isaiah 1:1-9 Wednesday: Isaiah 4:1-6 Friday: Isaiah 6:1-13
Monday: Isaiah 1:21-31 Thursday: Isaiah 5:8-17 Saturday: Isaiah 8:11-18
Tuesday: Isaiah 2:10-22

Hymn - Vox clara ecce intonat

1.  A    thrill - ing  voice   by     Jor - dan    rings,      Re - buk - ing   guilt 
2. Now  let    each  tor  -  pid   soul    a  -   rise,      That  sunk   in    guilt
3. The  Lamb  de-scends from heav’n a  -  bove      To    par -  don   sin
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      and   dark-some things:   Vain dreams of sin    and     vis - ions  fly;
      and wound-ed    lies;        See!  the  new  Star’s  re   -   ful - gent  ray
      with   fre - est    love:       For such   in - dul -  gent    mer - cy shown

       Christ  in     His  might shines forth on    high. 
        Shall chase  dis - ease   and     sin      a  -  way.
        With  tear - ful     joy    our  thanks  we   own.

4. That when again He shines revealed, 5. To God the Father glory be
 And trembling worlds to terror yield.  And to the Son be victory,
 He give not sin its just reward,  And to the Spirit praise is owed
 But in His love protect and guard.  From age to age eternally. Amen.

     anonymous, 6th c.

Verse

: The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the / Lord.
 : Make His paths / straight. Mark 1:3

Antiphon to the Benedictus - De caelo veniet Tone 7a

        The  Lord   and      Ru -  ler,         comes  from   Hea  -   ven;        and 

            in        His    hand     are    ho   -   nor        and     do  -   min -  ion. 
Liturgical text

Collect
O King, whom our hearts desire, Lord Jesus Christ, come, we implore You, cleanse us as a furnace of 
fire from the dross of our sins, and make us like gold that is pure and like silver that is without alloy; 
inflame our hearts by Your inspiration that they may seek You unceasingly; so may we ardently 
desire You, and eagerly pant to be united with You, who lives and reigns with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Mozarabic Breviary
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AT TERCE, SEXT AND NONE
Chapter: 

Sunday, Monday and Tuesday: Romans 13:11-14
Wednesday and Thursday: James 5:7-8
Friday and Saturday: Titus 2:1-10

AT VESPERS
Psalmody

Sunday: 110, 111, 112, 113 Wednesday: 123, 124, 125 Friday: 129, 130, 131, 132
Monday: 114, 115, 116, 117 Thursday: 126, 127, 128 Saturday: 133, 135, 136a
Tuesday: 120, 121, 122

Lesson
Sunday: Isaiah 1:10-20 Wednesday: Isaiah 5:1-7 Friday: Isaiah 7:1-14
Monday: Isaiah 2:1-9 Thursday: Isaiah 5:18-25 Saturday: Isaiah 10:15-23
Tuesday: Isaiah 3:1-12

Hymn - Creator alme siderum

1.      Cre  -  a  -  tor     of     the   star -  ry   height,     Thy   peo - ple’s  ev-
2.    Thou, sorrow-ing at      the   help - less   cry        Of     all     cre  -  a-
3.    When earth  was  near    its    eve - ning  hour,     Thou didst,  in   love’s

       er -  last -  ing   Light,      Je  -  su,     Re - deem - er    of     us      all,
     tion doomed to   die,      Didst  save   our   lost   and   guil -  ty     race
       re- deem - ing  power,    Like bride-groom from his cham - ber  come

    Hear Thou  Thy   ser - vants when they  call.
      By   heal -  ing   gifts   of   heav’n-ly    grace.
    Forth from   a      Vir - gin    mo - ther’s womb.

4. At Thy great Name, exalted now, 5. To Thee, O Holy One, we pray,
 All knees in lowly homage bow;  Our Judge in that tremendous day,
 All things in Heav’n and earth adore,  Ward off, while yet we dwell below,
 And own Thee King for evermore.  The weapons of our crafty foe.

6. To God the Father, God the Son,
 And God the Spirit, Three in One,
 Praise, honor, might, and glory be
 From age to age eternally. Amen.  anonymous, 9th c.
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Verse

: Rain down, you heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down the Righteous / One.
 : Let the earth open her womb and bring for Salva- / tion. Isaiah 45:8

Antiphon to the Magnificat - Veni, Domine, visitare Tone 7a

      Come, O   Lord,       vis  -   it       us       in    peace.     That     we    may 

           re  -  joice   be  -  fore      You           with       a       loy  -   al    heart.
I Chronicles 29:9

Collect
Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You, we bless and praise You forever, that You sent Your Son to 
rule over us poor sinners, who for our transgressions have justly deserved to remain in the bondage 
of sin and Satan, and gave us in Him a meek and righteous King, who by His death became our 
Savior from sin and eternal death: We implore You so to enlighten, govern and direct us by Your 
Holy Spirit, that we may always remain faithful to this righteous King and Savior, and not, after 
the manner of the world, be offended by His humble form and despised word, but, firmly believing 
in Him, obtain eternal salvation; through the same, Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Veit Dietrich

POPULUS ZION
The Second Week in Advent

AT MATINS
Hymn

1.       Lo!    He        comes   with           clouds        de      -      scend -  ing, 

         Once      for           fa  -  vored           sin   -    ners                slain;


